
WEEKLY BAZOO.

SEDALIA
TUESDAY, MAY 20, 1879.

A BLOODY DEED

Tbe Pilot Grove Murder

DETAILS OF THE CRIME

The Arrest of John I. West.

Trial, Conviction and Sentence.

Confession of the Crime.

An Affecting; Prison Scene.

An Interview With His Wife

Tha Story of Bit Ufft Written by
Himself.

History of the Murders Committed
In Cooper.

' SBSBSH'

(JOHN I. WERT.)

On Friday afternoon.Oct. 5tb,1878,
two men walked into Pilot Grove,
Cooper County, on foot, coming from
the direction of Sedalia, on the railroad
track. One was a small man, respecta-
bly dressed, carrying a large and pecu-

liarly marked cane. The other was a
very tall man, rather shabbily attired.
They went into a store and the small
man asked for

A GLASS OF BEER
They were told by the merchant that
he bad nothing but bottled beer, and
that they would have to buy a bottle
as he could not sell them a glass. The
smaller man replied that they only
wanted two glasses, and they left the
store. From there they went to a
drug store and

THE SMALL MAN

asked Mr. Harris for something, that
be now forgets, but did not have
After this the two men departed'
going from Pilot Grove out into the
country in a northwesterly direction.

The next that is heard of them that
evening, they went to a farm house,
about one and a quarter miles from
Pilot Grove, and asked for a drink of
water. Here, too, they inquired

THE SOAD TO BOONVILLE

They were told that they had passed
the road that branches off to Boon
vdle. After they reached the gate
they parleyed a few moments, and one
of them pointing westwardly, they con
tinued on their original course instead
of going back to the Boonville road.
About a mile and a half from this
point they went into an orchard of a
Mr. Elaley and gathered some apples.
Mrs. Kaley saw them, but as her has
band, was absent she was afraid to go
near them to order them away. After
filling their pockets with apples they
continued their course on the Brunt's
bottom road, until, at a distance of
mile from Kaley's orchard, they came
to

A SMALL DESERTED CABIN

built of logs. The cabin is in a corn
field about one hundred feet from the
road, and owned by Cornelius Canine.
It had a good roof, a fire-plac- e, etc.,
and formed a very comfortable place
to camp for the sight, which they re
solved to do. lliey put some straw
on the floor, tore out the dry chinking
irom between tbe logs, and built a fire
in tne areplace.

Tbe next morning (Saturday)
MR. MEKIDETH,

who rents the land upon which the
cabin stands, sent his two sons to
gether some corn, from the field around
the cabin, to feed his stock on Sun-
day. The yoang men drove down
there and entered the gate in front of
the cabin, between 10 and 11 o'clock.
One ot them, wishing to light his pipe,
entered the cabin. As he came in he
saw that aossebody bad been there the
night before. There was straw on the
floor aad esabers in the fire-plac- e.

Looking farther, he saw a vcwt bang-
ing up. behind the door. Continuing
lis iavestigatioM he observed that the
straw aaoa tbe floor was covered with
blood, and also that straw was 'stick-
ing sip in the crevices between the
plaaks of the floor. The ends of the
planks were, loose, sad aaoa raising
these, fee saw

A GHASTLY AND BLOODY CORPSE J

The body, which, was without hat,
coat or boats was lying npoa its Iseast,
with ifafaee tanas, aaoa its right aide.
The space between the froiadasd the
floor m about eight iaches, and order

to get the body into this, the murder-
er, bad crowded it with some force,
and cramped the knees.

Young Merideth was horror struck
and ran to tbe door and called to his
brother. The body was still limp and
warm, wmcn snowca mac me muraer
must have been committed that
morning.

THE WOUNDS

that caused the man's death were up
on his forehead, which had evidently
been crushed with some heavy, jagged
object. One deep gash reached
straight across the man's forehead,
iust above the eves: another deep
gash was farther up on the left side of
tbe forehead either ot these wounds
was sufficient to produce instant
death.

A careful search of the premises was
then made, which resulted in finding
the instrument with which the mur-

der was committed, carefully hidden
in the fire-plac- e and covered up with
ashes. It was

A LARGE STOXE,

with sharp uneven edges, covered with
blood. It weighed 38 pounds. Be-

yond this and three apples upon a shelf
over the nre-piac- e, noiniug was iounu.
A search of the field anil surroundings
for the dead man s hat, coat and boots
was made but they could not be found.

In an outhouse was found the bloody
shirt of the murderer, which had evi
dently been hurriedly torn off. It
having rained the night before, his
tracks were found out side tbe camn,
and traced in the road leadine off in a
northerly direction.

An inquest was held and a verdict
rendered in accordance with the above
facts.

Neither of the men had been seen
before the day previous, and no one
could recoguize the corpse. Upon his
person the only clue that may possibly
lead to his identity was

A BOUND GOLD BADGE

or emblem, a little larger than a silver
quarter of a dollar, and about twice as
thick. TJpon its face was a raised rep-

resentation of a bunch of grapes, a
grape leaf, and a spiral stem. There
was no date or inscription upon it of
anv kind. It was tested and pro
nolmced pure cold. The emblem was
found piDned underneath the right
lapel of the man's vest, and had evi-

dently escaped the eye of the mur-

derer.
In the vest pocket of the deceased

was also found,
A BROKEN SILVER RISG,

with a round gold sett upon the top.
Tbe set had been made of a gold dol-

lar, and tbe ring had been worn for
many years, as the face of the set had
been worn quite smooth, although the
contour of the bead on the dollar
could plainly be perceived. The pan-

taloon pockets had been rifled, for they
were found turned inside out.

On his little finger there was a deep
indentation of where he had worn a
ring for many years. The riug must
have been a very wide one, as the
mark indicated. It was evident the
murderer had torn off this ring after
death, and must have been some time
about it, as it fitted tight.

THE MURDERED MAN

was apparently about tweutv-fiv- e or
twenty-eigh- t years of age, and five teet
six inches high. tie wouia weign
about one hundred and forty pounds.
Dark complexion; dark hair, cut
short ; rather heavy black moustache,
with small imperial ; beard about one
week old ; eyes supposed to be dark
blue ; full sett of large irregular teeth;
vaccination mark on left arm; scar on
right fore finger below the knuckle ;
wide mark on little finger of right
hand; small-po-x marks on face, neck
and body. He had on a new white
knit undershirt, white shirt, with linen
bosom, dark gray casimere pants,
striped casimere vest, and white cot-

ton socks.

THE MURDERERS CLOTHES.

After committing the terrible deed
the murderer changed his clothes,
leaving behind him a striped cottonade
vest hanging, up behind the door of
the cabin. In the field was found a
white shirt with linen bosom, and a
pair of gray cottonade pants, measur-
ing twenty-tw- o inches in the waist,
and thirty-fiv- e and three fourth inches
in the leg. They were covered with
blood.

About sun rise the murderer was
seen crossing the farm of Mr. William
Gentry, nDt far from the scene of the
murder.

THE MURDERER.

From two ladies who live at the
house where the men stopped for a
drink of water, tbe reporter got a very
good description of tbe murderer,
which is as follows : He is full, if not
over, six feet in height ; red or florid
complexion ; light hair cut short ;
dressed in a gray suit and wore a
smooth silk railroad cap the day pre
vious to the murder. The heel of one
ofhis boots or shoes is thought to be
run over. As he took the murdered
man s coat and hat, he may be now
wearing them. He has in his posses
sion, probably, the large wide ring
above referred to:

i

HIS ARREST.

About a week afterwards Capt.
Smith, Sheriff of Cooper county, and
bis Deputy, L. M. Williams, arrested
the prisoner, John I. West, at the coal
mines on Friday evening, on suspicion
of being the murderer. When he was
arrested West asked the first thing :

"Are you going to arrest me for
that Pilot Grove murder ? " He then
declared that he never was in Pilot
Grove that he didn't even know
where it was ; but afterwards acknowl
edged that be had been in Pilot Grove
some time before.

OMINOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

He had, when arrested, a wide silver
nng. it win be remembered that a
ring had been stolen from the mur
dered man's little finger. It must have
been a wide ring and worn a loner
tine, as the indention on the finger
was wide and deep, lbe prisoner also
bad a fine gold watch, but kept on ag

that he bad only ninety cents
in money.

Tbe prisoner had a striped sack of
Deducting, which contained a coat,
bat and shoes.

The after themoraine murder a ne.
rro bov said he saw' this man coming
from the direction of the cabin with
this sack.

The maa who was with the murder- -

ed man had a black silk cap. So had
the prisoner.

At the preliminary examination at
Pilot Grove, West was thoroughly
identified bv a number of persons, in
cluding the ladies at whose house they
stopped to get a drink of water, as the
man who was traveling with the mur-
dered man the evening before.

JOUS I. WEST

is young man, about twenty-fou- r years
of age, about five feet six inches in
height, and conipacuv built. When
arrested he wore Ins dark hair cut
close, and bis face, which was of red or
florid complexion, was destitute of

-
beard a faint moustache ouiv being
observable on his upper lip. His
speech is slow and measured, and his
language shows that he has but a limit
ed educMtiou.

He wore a dark coat and vest a
well work and rather ragged pair of
pants endiiig inside ofhis bootlegs, into
which thev were slutted. (Jn bis head
he wore a black cap of the railroad
pattern. At first "lauce his features
would he said to indicate but little
more than ignorance and an ordinary
disKsition, but during an interview
with a Bazoo reporter upon one or
two occasions there was a Hash of the
eye that gave a very sinister appear- -

ence to his expression.

Wests Trial
Began in the Circuit Court, in Boon
ville. on January. 29th, 1879, before
Judge Geo. W. Miller. The jury era
paneled, consisting of- - the following
gentlemen : J. I. O Bnen, W. C.
Scott, J. W. Wooldridge, Wait,
Dennis Luhy, Aug. Schennedy,
David Smith Jr., Bonj. Goodwin, Otto
Speeler, J. Henderson and K. W.
Whitlow.

Mr. James Johnson appeared for
the State, and Messrs. Losgrove and
Pendleton for the defendant. A
large audience was in attendance, and
much interest was manifested in the
case.

HIT. TITI JONV.

The lir- -t ttitm-s- l'V Mr. Johnnn, n- --

' cutinc nU'inif v !r f he state. I.oui 3Ierilith,
wli iwiiiguuiv Miuni i me i- - unit we."!
of lbMiiilille. ln'n I niIil Mliet-- tA!ttT. I
iouii'l tin Ixfiy ot the nutnleretl 111:111 on the tirtn
of si Mr. Canine Iviii" unlT the lloor of an old
-- liiii in lh- - nVM. 1 raiiaot ti-l- l exartlv how th'
txttlv mh lyin: I nuxl up the plan; ot" the thtr
sii.I fouti.l it; I liiimHli.itely let UiI.ihii.iikI Kit; j
.It.I nt remain there more th-- thr'
il.tii litcri: It wan 10ninl.ll o'clock in the
inornr.m. I returned about :y hour altenvanN :
Mr. JiM'l eatne Uiek mth me JMh JihM: I
ualkiil into the hou-ean- il au- - the traw Syin on
thet!ior; 1 aivhlofxl on thetr.w; I :w where
oinethir.s had dras:.jed across the floor, with

straiv Miekin iii through the cracks of the tlior;
I walked around to the ue- -t end of the houe;
raipetl up the plank and the lxly; thelly
iras retnovetl Sunday evening, I U'Sieve; ldix-ov-ere- d

the lriv on Saturday inorniui; when I
returned I did not put my hand on' the U.y;
neither did 1 at any time; wnen 1 discovered the
Ixmiv it had on a t. piirof jiantx, sooks and a
tineVhirt white fhirt ; he had nothing on his feet
hut the there were wounds on the man;
when I returned to the cahin I saw that the face
tr hroken in with something: I think there was
a cut above t he chin n very severe one looked as
though it h:i'I lecn hroKen in aixive tne eyes also,
the nose wa ma-he- d down aero" lietween the
eves. J aisoiouna a ooine mere; mere was inree
red apples lyui on the shell ; ulso a rock which I
found in tin fire-pla- ce covered up iu the ahes;
looked like it weighed nUitit nflcen potinils. and

a a rouch one (ICock shoan the witness). That
looks tery much like the rook. There was blood
on it when I found it. and looked as though it had
latelvlieen placed there: I dicoveml tracks about
thedoor of the cabin. They went out the north
door; there aretao doors, one on the north the
other on the south side. There wa no window to
the hoti-- e. I did not pursue the tracks.

John I'reston tetihe" I live in Limine town
ship; was in Pilot firovc on the 4th of October; J
was sinking a cistern lor Mr. Gentry: I saw the

ol the dead mail at Pilot Grove altout ft or 10
o'clock Sundav morning: I did not recognize the
I tody immediately as one I liad ever seen e

but dpi aflerard". I went UP to the Grove out of
curiosity to see if I could recognize the body; the
disfigurement of it startled me and I did nol'recog- -
nizeit; I nxle with iitetii wiin cue corpse wnere
thev were going to dress it; I kept looking at it
aiKl iui !iiet to recojmizo n. ine snouiuers
seemed to aume iheroundcl shaelike the man
I had seen, then I thought I began to recognize it;
but it a-- not to me, aud I wa
not po.-itiv- the time, but I thought if I could
til his nose like it had leen then 1 could deter-
mine; under the circumstances I could not swear
po-itiv- e; I had --een him on Thurston a platform
altout 4 or o'clock ; I was waiting for the train;
there was a voungcr man with him at the time;
the unsoner there resembles the other man: they
were there only altout five minute; the dead man
had on ii sort ot itiacK irocK con at the time.
apKirentlyattout a size too small for him from the
wav it wrinkled drawn up on lh shoulders;
nants in his lw,t. dark pants: 1 think lizht hat.
am not certain alout that ; the man had on snuft- -
colored coat; black, slick cap; coat, if mi thing.
toolare: extra long lapels or sKirts, overall,
brown, looked like they had Itecn worn for some-
time; 1 think he liad on stogy Itoots, travel-wor- n

and red. there wa no hlacKing on them: check-
ered hickory cane ; a little liml!e under his ami :
I think it w.is doming: clean suaveu ; tlrlendant
was the vouner of the two and liad a rosr face: I
conversed with the prisoner some little ; the man
that was kilicd nased aionz the platform where I
was standing and I got a ijlimp-- e of his face as he
stood there only a moment looking behind the
house; crime Iwk to where uasand asked me if
there wa anysaloon in the town; about thtt time
the other came straagling slouly as 1 he were
tired. I tola this young fellow there was no saloon
iu town tint J knew of. Final Iv he told me thev
rere travel-wor- n and tired, and if he could get

somethiiiz to drink it would help him. After talk
ing at out the chances of getting work. I told lum
there was a drug store clce by; thev mteht do
stmeinjiis i"r mm mere, lomani cnnnK mm tn
the headnciie. 1 liey both went oer there. I di
not see them anv more until after the arrest.

Mr. iiartman testifies I lived in Pilot Grove
township m Octolicr last: I saw thclstdyof the
murdered man on the .'.th of Oclolier; it waa lying
in an old caum on .Mr. canine :arm ; I suppose i
wa about 1 o'clock: I saw it the next dav acain
I saw the murdered man the day before, at the
trove, iieiueen i" anu iz ociock. lite nrst place

that I saw him these was in the idore, of Mr.
Hams; the prisoner was with him; they went
over to the drug store, then lack to Harris acatn.
I had no conversation ; I did not s-- c defendant for
two or three weeks.

Cios examination That was the first time 1
ever saw them ; from Harris' store they crossed
tiie railroad; I don't know whether they crossed
above or iieiow mc atepot ; i am sure they crossed
the tracK ; they remained there atout fifteen mm
utes; they went northeast andcrosed tbe railroad
track; when they nsed they were within about
ntty yanii or me; I met them near the depot ;
swear tluit defendant is one of the men I saw there
thev did not stop to talk tome; I think themur
dered man had on dark coat, hit and gray pants
1 am sure his hat iak black.

Mr. Co-gro- ve If you did not notice him cloely
now um 3 on Know nun n nen you saw mm me next
uav bv his hair:

Wanes- - 1 notled it wa dark. He had a mus-
tache and liesird at- -. ut n week ohL When I saw
him next he was in the cabin on the floor covered
with blood and I did not recoimize him at once.
You could hive laid your finder in the gap in hi
face. It m.ile the top part of the face lower doa n.
The coat s. emed light and was large enough. De-

fendant had a bundle; I did not notice his coat; It
was not a white one. I could not say what the
color ofhis rest was; he was carrying something;
I think he had a satchel under his'arm (prisoner);
I could not tell whether he was taller; dark coat
and bincK fiat.

Kenton Mitzel sworn I live close to Pilot Grove.
northeast. I lited there in Octolter last, mw the
ttody or the murdered man alout the fifth or sixth
ot ocioiter; i; was on Sunday, at Illot Grove; I
mougui i reconizea mm. i saw mm and a
younger man about one-four- th of a mile north
west on the raid to Sulphur Sprinss about the 4th
of Octolter alatut 4 o clock on Friday, sitting on a
og eating, i mint i saw tne man aiterwards; I

iiiintv win i was ine man.
cross examination sir. yosgroye. iHtl you

nave auy conversation with mm.
Ans. I did not stteak to them: I saw them sit

ting there as I went along; I could not aav which
was the tallest: one had on a cap, the othra hat;
I would not swear that this man was one of them.

Mr. Johnson Wiil you swear this is the man to
the ttest ot vour belief?

(Otyected to by defendant's counsel).
Judue Miller State wliat you Mieve.
Witness I do believe he was there.
Mrs. Mltzel testifies I live 15 miles west of

Hoonville: on the 4th of October I was at Tom
Caton's, -- 14 miles from Pilot Grove north, on the
road to uiie frame, altout one mile from Mr.
wm. Kaleys: he lives about one mile northwest :
i saw two men nass Mr.Catoa'a while I was there.
nltout3 or 4 o'clock in the erening; they stopped
mere io i-- i a umiK oi water; t nai no con vers
tion with them ; I was close enough to them to
hand them water todnnk; I saw the liht haired
man since in Pilot Grove ; 1 was called titers on
the trial.

Q. I that the man ? (pointing to the prisoner).
Ans. Vc Mr.

THE VERDICT.

The case went to the jury on Satur-
day, February. 3. They were locked
up in charge of tbe sheriff. On Mon-
day, February 3,t49:30 p. m., tbe
sheriff was seen to wend his way through
the dense throng in tbe court room aad
address the judge in low tones. The
judge af once' ordered the sheriff to
bring the prisoner into court. Ia a

short time the sheriff and his deputy 1

appeared with the prisoner, the conn- - J

tnmnm. nt ik. I... ...Jicuauvc wi iuc ibuci cuiucit cmiu euru,
inexpressive. Upon tbe order of tbe
court the sheriff at once repaired to the

ury-roo- returning la a few minutes
:- -t i iwiin me weary, jaaea ana soieniuSt m

looking twelve, ine foreman passed
a slip of paper to the judge, the latter
passed it to tbe clerk, amidst a most
solemn and oppressive stillness. The

JTW--. Hl-tin- oi m; tko ;
a WNMMwnr w wan a W m aan J t I

find the defendant cuilty of murder in
the first degree, in manner and form
as charged in the indictment.'' The
jury were polled, each in his turn an
swering; "ibis is mv verdict. As by
common impulse every eye sought the
prisoners countenance, calm and im-
movable as a rock, his features be
trayed no token of the tnmultuous
emotion which must have filled his
breast. The jury were discharged, the
prisoner remanded to jail, the crowd
vacated the room, and thirty minutes
later all was quiet, where, for nearly
a eek past, had reigned the most in
tense interest and excitement.

Sentenced to Death.
On Saturday a motion for a new

trial was argued bv Mr. Cosgrove. but
it was overruled by Judge Miller, aud
West was sentenced to be hung on
March 28th.

The case was taken to the Supreme
Court upon writ of error, and on
March 15 a supersedeas was granted
staying his execution till Friday, May
16, and setting the third Monday in
April for a hearing of the case. The
following is a verbatim copy of the
orders of tbe courts and

THE DEATH WARRANT.
COOPEK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT.

Slat of Iix!ouri")
V. Mnnler in firet lej;rp.

John 1. West. J
Now at this day comes as well the prosecuting

attorney, who prosecutes for and on of the
state, as tne defendant in his own proper iterson.
as well a by lu attorney, and the trties
now nere me amdavits in support ol and against
the motion heretofore filed by the defeulant for a
new trial iu the cause, which said motion for a
new tnal was filed on the Cih day of lebnury.
lHfJ. and said motion coming on ttt lie and
all and singular the premises being seen, and by
l tie court here fully understood, the same i now
Itere by the court overruled, and a new trial re-fu- ef

the said defendant.
Whereiisin it is lorlhwih demaii'eil of the

leteutUnt if he hath or knoweth anvlhitg to say
why joilumcnt and sentence should not -

ac:iin''t lum, and tie- - court ought not to
proceed to judgment against him; who nothing
further saith. unles a he hath said. It i

therefore cttasidereil by tliee-iii- rt that a judgment
in accordance with the verdict ofthe jury, hereto-
fore entered at the present term of thi court, to-w- it.

tin the 3.1 lay of February. IpTJ. ftr nuipler
in the flrst decree, ls and the amc i hereby

ajmin-- i the siid defend mt : wlreu:irii
it is ordered and con-ider- el by the court that the
said defendant Ite iak-- by the shentl to the
Cooer county jail, from whence he came, therein
tt remain until Friday, the smIi d.y f March. A.I, li!.1, and from thence to lie tikeii by eaid
sheriff tt the pl.icti ofexecution, which sltdl Is at
siK-- timeaml pUic-o- n wi.l 2sth day of March.
1KT.. witlim the county of Cooper, and Stite of
Mis-oiz- n. as the said shentl of said county may
designate, and there to be lunged by the nrck
until he ldead; and therefore he is comtnitt-s- l
to thecuiody of the sherirTol the ceunSy aforesaid.
Stat of Missouri, 1

County of Cooper. ( "

I. II. A. Hutchinson, clerk of the circuit court
within and for said county, do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true, full and complete" tran
script ot the judgment, as fully as the same np--

or record iu my nice, in the foregoing
cause.

Witness mriband and official seal, at office in
the city of ISoouville, this the Tth day of May. lsT.'.

II. .. IlLTCHINSOX, uierK.

SUPREME COURT OF MISSOURI.
In the Supreme Court of Missouri, Octolr

Term. 1P7S.
State of Missouri,! Defendant in error.

vs. Error to Owtier Circuit Court.
John I. West. J Pfaintit! in error.
Now at this day comes the said plaintiff in error,

by his attorney John Cosgrove, and on his mo-tio- n

it is ordered by the court that the execution
of the judgment and sentence of the circuit court
of Cooper county, jntsed titon the said John I.
West, the pl.iintitl in error herein, at the January
term. IKT3. thereof, lie stayed from lhe2Sth day of
March, . U.. ISTJ. to the lh lay ot istv,
ho-- I it i. further ordered It) the court tluit this
cause Ite set for hearing on the first dav of the
next term of this conn.
State of Missouri Set.

I.Henry W. Ewing, clerk of the supreme court
of Missouri, do hereby certify that the alsive and
foregoing is a full, true and complete copy of th- -

onier oi ani conn, enieret on record on ine i.itti
day of March, 173, stying the execution tf th'- -

sentence and judgment of the Cooiicr eircuit
court, tn the alstve" entitleil cause, from the Ssth
daof Match, 1K7J. to the If.thdayof May. 1KTU,

a tuny as me same appears tit record in my otiK-- e.

In testimony whereof I liave hereunto set my
hand ami affixed the seal of said court. I tone at
otfi-e- , this Irfth day of March. 17J.

Hoav W. Kwiv:,Clk.Sup.Ct.
Hy Chas. ii. Gcvnica, D. C

State of Missouri"! in error.
vs. J-- Error to Cooper Circuit Court

jonnt. west, j iiaintin in error.
Now at this lay come the parties aforesaid, hy

their respective attorneys, and thecourt here now
being sufficiently advised ol and concerning the
premises,, o consider and adjudge that the judg
ment aforesaid, bv ih said topr circuit conn
rendered, be in all things affirmed, and staud in
full force and effect, and it ia further considered
and adjudged by thecourt. that said defendant in
error recover against the said plaintiff in error its
eots and cliarges herein expended, and luve
therefor execution. And it is still funhcr con
sidered and adindgd by the court that the jndg'
ment and sentence of the said circuit court of
Cooper county, leissed uiton the said John West.
the plaintiff in error herein, on tl.c &th day of
February, 1S79, and by this court ordered to be
staeu until the ictn dry ot May. isrj. e mall
things executed by the shenfl of said Cooer
county on the loin iay ot Jiay, i a J.
State ofMissoun.
County of Cooper. I ss.

I. II. A. Hutchinson. clerk of the circuit court
of said county, ilo hereby certify that the afore-
going ;s a tnieropy of the mandate of the supreme
court in me auove enmieii cause, as ine same is
now on file in my office. Witness mv hand and
o racial seal. H. A. HtTCHiasox, Clerk.

DEATH WARRANT.

Slate or Missouri, ")

as.
County of Coopcr.J

The State Missouri to the SherifT of
Cooper County, GacrriNa:

Whereas, at the January term. 18T9. of
the circuit court of Cooper county, Mis-
souri, and on the 34 lay of Kebniary,
1879. in the case of tbe State of Mi-soi- in

against John West, deferdant, indicted
for murder in the fiist decree, a veidict of
Guilty in manner and form as in the in-
dictment charged, was rendered against
said defendsnt, in accordance with which
verdict said circuit court did. at said term,
on the Kth.day of February, 179. pro
nounce and enter of record Its judgment
and sentence, that the said defendant.
John West, be hanged by the neck until
dead, on theSSth day of March. 1879. at
place to lie designated by the sheriff, in
said county, of which said judgment and
sentence a certified copy is he:e.o an-
nexed and made part of this warrant ; and
whereas, the supreme court of Missouri,
at its October term, 1878. and on the K-t-

day of March, 1879, made an order stay-
ing the execution of the aectence and
judgment aforesaid from the said 8th
day ot March until the ICth lv or May,
lt7J, a copy of which order is filed in my
office, and a copy of the same is hereto
attached: and whereas, afterwards, the
saidsupremecourtdidat its Apnl term,
1879, affrm the said judgment and sen-
tence of said circuit court, and issue iu
mandate tliat I he sheriff of oper county,
Missoun, proceed to execute said sen-
tence on the ICth day of May, 1879 ; a copy
of which said mandate is hereto attached
aad made part hereof.

Now. therefore, these presents are to
command you, that in accordance with
said judgment and sentence of said circuit
court, with tbe said mandate of the said
supreme court, you. the said shentl, take
tbe said defendant. Jobs West, from the
place of his confinement, oa the said ICth
day of May, 157V, to a place by you select-
ed, within said county.'and then and there
bang Mm, the said defendant, tty tne neclc
until he it dead. And you are further
commanded to make return ci this wnt to
our said circuit coart.

Given wider my hand, as clerk of said
circnit coBrt, with the seal of our said
court bcraloaSlxed, this 7th day of May,

a. A. HCTcnisaox, cienc

AttMipt to Ssoap.
On Saturday, March 15, Sheriff Mc--

Cullocb received a cositauBicatioo
from a prisoMr to the sfect that West
had cat Um aoltot a oar ot M sage
and scoured a heavy iro pump feu--
die. It was Wssfs ntsaboa . to aide
hiaaaslf nsar tbe door, aad whea the
SaarifcasM ia to fesd the prisoaers,

dispatch him with the pump haudle
and make his escape with his keys.
mi r, . 1 I U f..r- -hat anenn, H.liel iV mw vikv -

thai, went into the Mil and loumi . esi
outside

v

of his cell, iulo which he was
inuicklv reinstalled

AXOTUI'K ATTEMIT.

On Tuesday. May G, it was discover-

ed that West hail again cut the bars
of the cage, and that everything was

in readiness for another attempt
.again it was just in time to
frustrate his dearest hojes.

It anoears the nephew of the Sheriff

had entered the jail, and stood talking
to West outside the cage, in frout oi a
little irou door through which the food
of the nrisoners is passed. As the boy

. ... .1
was eugaged in conversation ne reaieu
his hands on the Imrs ulfive the door.
and felt them uive to his pressure.
little closer examination disclosed the
fact that West had been up to his old
tricks, and the Sheriff was informed ot
the fact. A critical inspection of the
case was m:de. and it was found that
be had cut the holts t one ot tne oars
above the door, so that it could be
shoved up. leaving a space, with a little
(wilding of the burs n each side, large
enough for a man to puss through.

West's First Confession
Was made on Thursday, May 1, aud
published in the Boonville JrfrtrjcT,
as follows:

I swear to the truth and nothing
but the truth : Sir Mr. The
truth is better than a lie. When I
left home I left with Gus Win!, the
dav the sun was iu eclipse. Both of
ua'weiit to Green Ridge; then tk
the train for 'i;x:n. We went as fi
as Parson'. Kansas; There we left
the M. K. & T. K. K. and went on
the L. L. & U. K. R. went to Kan-

sas Citv; on around to the "KnolV
fKticihnoster) eiirht milt west of
Laruonte; there he left tne, then I

ent to the C. & A. II. Ii. to work ;

after eiyht duvs I left there and Part
ed for Uliiiow where mv father lived.
I came to Iluhesvilie, Pettis Co.,
where a man was anu fanie up
to where he was .silting down on the
platform, I paR'iI the time of day to
lum utiil so dm lie to me. e com
menced tn talk and he nked ine where
I was going, also my title; I tola hiin
that I wa gobi: to Iliiimis, my tille
was John I. est. Then he aid lie
was going to Illitmis himself ami I was
clad to have his coinpunv on the way.
Then I was "oinjr to stop at Hughes
ville he thought it not worth while
to stop, and he had no time to stop.
So we went on and came to (nrge
town and went to httrkiiic saw lg?. I

don't know the name of the man we
worked for just now. We then came
to Sedalia and he and I got parted ami
was parted until near noon, when I
started out of town. When I came
out about a mile, he was sitting under
the shade of a hush iu n fence corner.
I asked him his name which he would
not tell me for some time,sind then he
said his name was Frank, ami his
other name I can't think of at present.
He told me that he changed his name
as often as once a month and asked
me if I ever changed mine. I told
him I never did, which is a fact for I
never did change my in me, for it was
my own name and I had no rijjht to
change it and never will so long as
life lasts. We passed on through some
towns and the town beyond Pilot
Grove he wanted to roh a store there
and I wouldn't do it, and in fact we
pretty near parted there. We came
to Pilot Grove, he. had me do the
talking for he could not look at a man
He didn t sav he couldnt look at
man, but I could see it. He got me
to go and get some whiskey, and
didn't want to cet it. I got a bottle
of whiskey and I and Frank went on
from there aud when we went on from
there we stopped in a log house am
got from a stable some hay aud straw
to make a bed to sleep on. 1 took
about three drams out of the bottle
and told Frank that I didn't want anv
mnre.and he kept on until Igotdruuk
and Jbrank didn t get as drunk as
did, tor 1 wasn t used to drink very
much at a time or very often.

aw s a w W

W ell said r rank John l want; us
to get to Boonville tomorrow Well
said I, can't we get further than there?

W" W V

les then rrank studied tor some
time, when he asked me if I ever was
in Boonville ? I told him I had, and
about the town. We went to sleep at
last aud about one o'clock he woke up
and made a fire. When I woke he
had a cood fire. We had a smoke
Frank had a large stick what ht used
for a walking stick. He thought we
could make a raise easy and not have
to work for it, and I wanted to know
how we could get it. Well if you go
to Boonville with me we
will look around there and see where
some one lives'that has some signs o
a man that has a good deal of monev
Would it suit you : ne saiu to me.
That wouldn't do us any good to see
where he lived, I said, he would not
give it to us. Well, said rrank, we

ill break bis neck and take tbe monev
from him. I told' him Frank, vou
can do it, if vou want to. I was sit
ting down aud Frank was laying
down.

wimw mm V VWell, John, frank said, vou can
watch for me and I will do it-- No
won't watch for vou, vou would kill
him and then take his monev and
leave his children and his wife to Buf
fer for you that won't pay then
Frank told me. that I shouldn't go with
him anv farther. I told him that
didn't care for that he told me that
I shouldn't tell any bodv and if I had
said no I would hava been all right,
but I told him I would tell it. He
told me that if I told it I never would
tell any body else. I told him that if. . . n --it T ine went to Boon vine i wouia nave
him arrested. At that he said he
would see,and made an attempt to get
ap at the same time ; at. this time
was standing up and crabbed tbe rock
that was brought in to keep the door
shut and threw it at him and bit him
ia the forehead just above the eyes ;
when I started to throw at hint he
dodged his bead down on the floor. I
didn't know any thing about law, sol
left frightened, for I thought if I told
it they would aaag we. I dida t know
what to do aad to set awav was all
I thought of then. I taoaeat they
would And aim aad know hist by hia
coat and bat and boots, sol put them
oa. Whea I ins got up aad before
Frank wasted to kill any oaa al Booa-vill- e,

I brought Frank a battle oi
water aad we bad U the doors fcs-tsae-d,

oee with a rock aad the other
with aboard. After I did it I would

rather it had been me for I didn't studv
about any thimr.but ifI told it I would
get killed aud I was alraid of any one so
went to work and bail it in my lead to
never tramp, and work the last days
of mv life. Was.l right, or aot ? for :

he wanted to kill me because 1 would
uot help kill some one in Boonville,
and we had a split, and he started up

la IT - Into me oeiore x sioppea mm.
But if it had beeu me, it would be

better. Joiix I. West.
ANOTHER "cONFESelOS.

The following couieseion he handed
to a Bazoo reporter on May 8;

Ladies and -- e.vtlemen : The last
confession of West, and I shall lie un-
able to tell, aud the readers ol thin pa
per may say that this is untrue, and
many may say because I have told lie
ali iut my case, that I have told a lie
in this, and a I believe that, I won't
ask you to believe me. Iu the first
place, I left home with Gus Wood,
and as I dou't think it right to say
anything about Ciu.--. I wont. When I

left home I had no more idea of iloin
anything thai wa wrong in the least,
hut it would come to me often that it
1 would steal a horse and get away
with it aud sell it, I would have mou
ey enough to start me peddling, hut
liefore I would do it I would teel as it
I was doing u rone, aud then I would
stop and think that I uoiiM go to work.
I will give to all young men a warn
a mv, If. tliotr- , will..... . it... Vmitii
man, Mr txods sane anil your own
sake take it. Never take my step iu
the wav of living. I have forc
ed notes of from 83 75 to $15.50
only three notes in ail. I commenced
bv counterfeiting

.

tickets tor a dance.
a I 1 W W

the ticKeis oniv nail u. Jv. which was
in Iarce letters, aud then I got to do
ing things Ittrger, but I never stole
very much money. The amount is
only altout 835 is about all I ever stole
and about 82 1 of that was hy forced
notes, then I have stolen other things
that was not mine and I should not
have done it, but I never seen it till
it w:is to late. Young man think of
that, and shun it. You mav think
that I have no right to give you ad
vice but 1 have had the riht of it.
And yet J staul guilty and may it
want vou all. That cnufession I did
make wtu more of it true than you
think it was, aud that is what 1 want
to say to you. Il you want to believe
it, all right, if not it i- - nil the same to
me, hut it is a sad moral tact that all

slated was true but that ot the
killing of that man. He did not
wake when I killed him. Whal
did I 'do it !or? It was just
meanness and the devil tint was in
me. tie was asiep w Hen 1 killed
him. Coming to B mnviile was true.
In this way Frank and I was both go-

ing to Boouville. Frank was ooinc
to kill some one and I was pinir
help him, but my head turned and I
killed him. We was up and talking
just a few miuutes liefore. His name
is just what 1 said it was, at least what
he told me it was, nod any othrr I
never heard in regard to hi name.

The above is the facts of the cise.
No other name I never heard. It
don't look as if it is true, hut it is. and
if I knew any other I would tell it,
but I dou't.

John I. West.
West Interviewed.

Oo Thursday night Mrs. Weat ar-
rived in Sedalia, from Lamonte, and
put u'j at the Garrison House. Friday
May i", a Bazoo reporter w3 dis-

patched to interview her, and found
Mrs. West in the ladies' room alone.
She is quite young, h rather a pleas-
ing countenance, and was phinly,
though neatly dressed. She expressed
a perfect willingness to answer ques-
tions, and first one was :

"How long have you known West?"
Mrs. W. I have known him nearly

all my life. His folks ami mine were
neighbors, and we lived three miles
from Warsaw, in nenton couutv.

IV. tlow long since vou were mar
ried?

Mrs. W. Two years ago last April
But for four or five years previous to
marrying I had not seen him, as he
had move1 to IHiiioh.

R. What did he do for a livelihood?
Mrs. W. He worked as a hired

man on a farm.
R. How long did you live in Ben

ton county after you were married?
Mrs. R. X)ulv three or four davs.

and then we went to Dresden, where
West worked on Wilson's farm for a
couple of months. After that we went
to Lamonte. where West kept an ice
cream saloon.

It, When did he leave vou?
Mrs. W. lie left on the 30th of

last Julv.
R. Did he have any quarrel with

vou or anv cause to leave?
Mrs. W. No; for about two weeks

before he left he was very quarrelsome,
but be never struck or abused me.
He went off one morning without say- -

ing anyining, ana l nave noi seen ni
since, l never knew where ne was
until he was arrested for murder.

R, Was he industrious?
Mrs. W. Just tolerahle.
R. Where is your child?
Aire. W. There it is fpointing to a

sofa in tne other end of the room. J
lbe reporter looked in tbe direc

tion indicated, and saw a tinv but pret
ty face peeping out from a bundle of
shawls, with its eyes wide open, and
apparently much interested in its sur
roundings.

R --How old is it?
fli. W. It wa hnrn on the 15th

of Janaarv. It's a bov.
R Mrs. West, if the Governor

should pardon West today, aad he
could step out a free rasa, would you
uve wun tnrni.

Mrs. W. fverv decidedIvl No. mrr
I woald not All my affection for him
is dead.

R-- Do yoa believe him ruiltv of
this murder?

Mrs. W. No; I canaot believe
West gailty ot murder.

K. What is the character sf bis

Mrs. W. Tolerably food. The old
ataa was pretty rough aad beat the
boys a good deal soaMtimes. West
has two brothers aad oaa sitter. One
ot his brothers came to see me about
three meat Mm.

B Are.yoar pareats living?
Mrs. W. No; my fcther aad

mother are both dead. I have two
brothers, aad I live with oaa ol them.
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